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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-10,12.14-16,18,20-23,25-28 & 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kaiser et al (US 5936842 previously presented) in view of 
Buchele (GB 2069767 previously presented) in view of lha et al. (US 4653565 
previously cited). 

With respect to claim 1 , Kaiser teaches a door drive housing, comprising: 
comprising: A shell-shaped basic carrying body (Fig. 1, #12) structured and arranged to 
have different drive components (Fig. 2, #16,18,22,24 & 26) secured thereto (as seen in 
Figure 1), a cover hood (Fig. 1, #14) structured and arranged to be connected to the 
basic carrying body, a first accommodation means (Fig 2, #46) for a drive motor (Fig. 1 , 
#16), a second accommodation means (Fig. 2, #1 14) for a drive system (Fig. 1 , #18), 
and a third accommodation means (Fig. 2, #70) for a control device (Fig. 1 , #24), but it 
does not teach a housing extension structured and arranged to be connected in an 
exact fit and detachable manner to the basic body on front rear and lateral sides thereof 
and accommodate additional and/or larger drive components or said first through third 
accommodation means being recesses separated from one another by elevated 
securing flanges and said housing extension also comprising at least one recess for 
accommodating more and/or larger drive components. However, Buchele teaches a 
housing extension (as seen in Fig. 1) structured and arranged to be connected in an 
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exact fit and detachable manner to a basic body (Fig. 1 , #1) on front rear and lateral 
sides thereof and accommodate additional and/or larger components (as seen in Fig. 1) 
said housing extension also comprising at least one recess (as can be seen in Fig. 1, 
each section of the housing extension comprises a recessed base surrounded by an 
outer wall) for accommodating more and/or larger drive components, and lha teaches 
recesses (best seen in Fig. 5) in the housing (Fig. 2, #71) of a garage door drive for 
attaching drive components therein, said recesses being separated from one another by 
elevated securing flanges (Fig 5. #301 & 301). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the housing of Kaiser in 
view of the teaching of an extendable housing as taught by Buchele because it provides 
a modular housing for electrical components that can be assembled in any desired size 
(Buchele. Abstract), and to modify the housing of Kaiser in view of the recesses or lha 
because they provides a means for simplifying the instillation and manufacturing of a 
door drive housing (lha, Col. 1, Line 61 -Col. 2, Line 9). 

With respect to claim 2, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 1 . and Buchele teaches that the housing extension comprises a 
carrying body extension (Fig. 1, #1) structured and arranged to be connected in a 
releasable manner to the basic carrying body, and a cover body (Fig. 1, #5) structured 
and arranged to be connected at least to the carrying body extension. 

With respect to claims 3 & 4, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 2, and Buchele teaches that the cover hood of the housing extension 
extends over both the basic carrying body as well as over the carrying body extension 
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connected to this and delimits a common interior (as seen in Fig. 1). and that the cover 
hood of the housing extension either connects in an exact fit to the cover hood located 
on the basic carrying body, or only covers the carrying body extension connected to the 
basic carrying body (Page 1, Lines 16-35). 

With respect to claims 5,14 & 15, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches 
the housing of claims 1-4. and Buchele teaches that the carrying body extension 
comprises a connection contour (as seen in Fig. 9) structured and arranged to be 
connected seamlessly to an outer contour of the basic carrying body, and with the basic 
carrying body together forms an extended carrying shell. 

With respect to claim 6, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 1 , and Buchele teaches that a carrying body extension forms a ring (or 
any other desired shape), which can be located with its interior contour at the outer 
contour of the basic carrying body. 

With respect to claim 7, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 2, and Buchele teaches that a carrying body extension comprises 
positive-fit connection means to be secured to the basic carrying body. 

With respect to claim 8. Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 2, and Buchele teaches a carrying body extension is constituted by 
several parts structured and arranged to be connected in a releasable manner to one 
another and the basic carrying body. 

With respect to claim 9, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 8. and Buchele teaches that said parts have first and second positive- 
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fit connection means for positive-fit connection to one another and second positive-fit 
connection means for positive-fit securing to the basic carrying body (as seen in Fig. 9). 

With respect to claim 10, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 2, and Buchele teaches that the carrying body extension comprises a 
securing flange on its inner contour, engaging over the edge of the basic carrying body. 

With respect to claim 12, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 1 , and Kaiser teaches that the carrying body has on its outside a 
positive-fit connection means (Fig. 1, #112) for connecting to a slide element rail (Fig. 1, 
#28) mounted on which in an axially movable manner is a door drive slide element 
(which is not explicitly disclosed in the text, but inherently exists in all door opening 
drives) which can be driven by a drive chain that is engaged by a chain pinion (Fig. 1 , 
#20). 

With respect to claims 16,18 & 20, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha 
teaches the housing of claims 4,6 & 15, and Buchele teaches that the carrying body 
extension is constituted by several parts having first positive-fit connection means for 
positive fit connection to one another, and including locking engagement tongues and 
complimentary locking arrangement recesses for locking engagement recesses for 
locking engagement with one another and second positive-fit connection means for 
positive-fit securing to the basic carrying body. 

With respect to claim 21 , Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 5, and Buchele teaches that said shell comprises a circumferential 
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edge web structured and arranged to receive the cover hood of the housing extension 
(as seen in Figs. 1 & 2). 

With respect to claim 22, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 9, and Buchele teaches that the first positive-fit connection means 
comprises locking engagement tongues and complimentary locking engagement 
recesses for locking engagement with one another (as seen in Fig. 9). 

With respect to claim 23, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 10, and Buchele teaches that said securing flange is bent at a right 
angle (as seen in Fig. 9). 

With respect to claim 27, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha teaches the 
housing of claim 2, and Buchele teaches that the carrying body extension comprises a 
connection contour structured and arranged to be connected seamlessly to an outer 
contour of the basic carrying body and, with the basic carrying body, together forms an 
extended carrying shell, the carrying body extension comprises parts structured and 
arranged to be releasably coupled to at least one of one another and the basic carrying 
body and having first positive fit connection means for positive fit connection to one 
another and second positive-fit connection means for positive-fit securing to the basic 
carrying body (as seen in Fig. 1), the carrying body extension comprises a securing 
flange on its inner contour, engaging over an edge of the basic carrying body (as seen 
in Fig. 9), and the first positive-fit connection means comprise locking engagement 
tongues and complimentary locking engagement recesses for locking engagement with 
one another (as seen in Fig. 9). 
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With respect to claims 25,26,28 & 31, Kaiser in view of Buchele in view of lha 
teaches the housing of claims 2,6,8 & 27, and Buchele teaches that carrying body 
extension is constituted by four distinct parts structured and arranged to be connected 
in a releasable manner to one another and the basic carrying body, a front face part, a 
rear face part and two lateral parts, said front face and rear face parts each comprising 
a recess for accommodating more and/or larger drive components. If it were desirable 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to form a ring from the carrying body extension parts 
(such as is recited in claim 6), it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to form this ring from four distinct parts, one on each side of the basic carrying body 
because it has been held that changing the position of an element of an invention is 
prima facie obvious in the absence of new or unexpected results (In re Japikse, 181 
F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950)). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 29 & 30 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: While prior art may teach some of the material included in the claim, it does not 
teach the combination comprising an axially, protective overlapping part arranged to 
slide in an exact fit, over an inner contour of the front and rear face parts, and said front 
and rear end parts additionally comprising at least one mounting claw situated on an 
inner surface of said front and read end parts and arranged to receive and grip a 
respective overlapping part upon coupling, to provide additional stability and rigidity. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/16/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that Buchele is nonanalogous art, it 
has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's 
endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the 
applicant was concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the 
claimed invention. See In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Buchele is pertinent to the particular problem of housing the 
electrical components of an apparatus. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this acfion. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory acfion is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erik D. Preston whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8393. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday through Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on (571)272-2044. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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